Genius

“Whatever you can do, or dream you can do, begin it.

Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it. Begin it now.”
Goethe

A performance and development project by
Anjali Dance Company

Available throughout 2017

Genius
Genius will bring theatrical
and entertaining performance
work and specialist dance
development opportunities
to a range of venues and
organisations across the UK,
sharing Anjali’s experience
and expertise in working with
dance and with people with
learning disabilities.
A menu of options is available,
including performances,
residencies and training.

Anjali has been making high-quality,
professional-level dance for 20 years. Artistic
Director Nicole Thomson and the company’s
dancers have amassed a wealth of
experience and knowledge which they will
share with others to inspire and motivate.
Genius will help to develop more highquality dance training, participation
opportunities, performances and audiences
for people with learning disabilities.

“Thanks to artistic director Nicole
Thomson the company's choreographic
choices have always been astute. And,
based on what I witnessed at a launch in
early July at Southbank, the current crop
of dancers is more confident, committed
and charismatic than ever. Their research
with choreographers Lea Anderson (with
her trademark dead-pan wit) and Gary
Clarke (plunging into Beethoven and
tinnitus) has yielded a couple of works-inprogress that are crying out for further
development.”
Donald Hutera, dance writer for The Times,
Time Out and Dance Europe

“Anjali demands your absolute attention.”
Sarah Pickthall, formerly Development
Officer, Disability, Arts Council England
“Anjali is an inspiring experience –
check it out.”
Lenny Henry, Comedian
“The talent and professionalism displayed
by the dancers was both inspiring and of
an astoundingly high quality.”
Hannah Tyrell, The Positive

“One of the brightest
companies in British dance.”
Donald Hutera, The Times

“Highest professional standards ...
artistically coherent ... great integrity.”
Marie McCluskey, formerly Director,
Swindon Dance

Genius:
The Performance

Genius is a double bill
performance comprising two
brand new performance
works by Gary Clarke and
Lea Anderson.
The performance is suitable
for a wide range of
audiences, with or without
dance experience.

Beethoven, choreographed by Gary Clarke
Through a series of touching and darkly
humorous short sketches, Gary’s
choreography takes a look at the
extraordinary personal life and musical works
of Ludwig van Beethoven. A Gothic,
cinematic and highly theatrical landscape of
movement and gesture, danced to excerpts
of Beethoven’s music.
“Working with Anjali was a rewarding,
inspiring and exciting experience. They are an
amazing team of talented dance artists who
fully invested in the work and its creation.
Each company member brought their
personality, skill, and above all their hearts
and generosity to the process, which resulted
in some strong, poignant and beautiful work.”

Gary Clarke

Nosferatu, choreographed by
Lea Anderson
A stylised theatrical work that is highly
technical, gently humorous and visually
stunning, based on the legend of the
vampire Nosferatu and his depiction in film.
Five distinct scenes become their own tales
of horror, in styles ranging from
expressionist, nuanced silent-screen acting
to Hammer House of Horror action.
Nosferatu is performed in a three-sided box
with the feel of a fairground or carnival
theatre. The dancers move on and off stage
through the sides of the box to create the feel
of film edits. A commissioned soundtrack
differentiates between the different styles.
“I wanted to work with the Anjali dancers to
create a new piece of work that takes risks
with no possibility of predicting the outcome,
something that would allow none of us to
revert to safe or known methods. I look
forward to working with these thoughtful and
passionate artists again.”

Lea Anderson

Technical information

Duration: 1 hour plus interval
Number of people on the road: 9 in
total (6 dancers, Production Manager,
Artistic Director, Rehearsal Director)

Performance area required: minimum
stage size 8m x 8m
Floor: black dance floor required
Get in: ideally the day before to allow
the dancers time to familiarise
themselves with the space

Number of performances: ideally 2 per
day, a matinee and evening performance

Genius:
Development Opportunities
Anjali will deliver performances
and bespoke development
projects in up to eight
locations during 2017.

Anjali seeks partnerships with performance
venues, dance development organisations,
learning disability settings, education providers
and dance companies/teachers. Below is a
list of development activities on offer:

Each project will be
individually planned with
partners, taking into account
their current work with people
with learning disabilities and
their future ambitions.

Performance

Development work can take
place ahead of the
performances or during a
residency. It can also continue
afterwards, ensuring that a
legacy is left when the company
leaves town, embedding new
activity and supporting
continuous provision.

• Genius double bill
• Pop-up/promotional performances of
technically light solos/duets in unusual
spaces, festivals, conferences or curated
mixed bills
• Curtain-raisers enabling local groups to
perform alongside Anjali

Workshops

• CPD for dance practitioners and
community session leaders
• Taster sessions for people with learning
disabilities
• Training for care sector staff
• Inspirational workshops for existing
integrated performance groups, led by
Anjali’s education team of artists with
learning disabilities

Profiling, Partnerships
and Advocacy

• Conference/seminar events, debate and
discussion
• Partnerships with local service and
education providers, facilitating new
partnerships or developing existing ones
• Advocacy and profile-raising opportunities
with local stakeholders/decision-makers

Development and Legacy

• Teacher-training for people with learning
disabilities
• Professional development and/or
mentoring for dance artists who lead or
wish to establish groups of people with
learning disabilities
• Help in establishing new programmes,
groups and/or regular dance provision for
people with learning disabilities, and
subsequent on-going support
• Guidance in recruiting people with
learning disabilities as participants,
artists and/or audience members
• Toolkits and resources available

“Anjali represents all that is best, not
just about disabled people dancing, but
about dancing full stop. They are all true
professionals.”
Louise Katerega, formerly Dance
Coordinator, Richard Attenborough Centre
for Disability and the Arts

Genius:
Marketing and Audience Development
• Anjali can help partners to develop new audiences
and participants by connecting with local care and
Learning Disability settings and communities
• Bespoke targeted marketing campaigns will be
devised with each partner to maximise audience and
participant engagement
• High quality print and electronic marketing materials
will be available for distribution
• All workshops, events and talks will be used to build
audiences, with those who attend being kept
informed of performances
• A press consultant will support local profiling with a
national campaign
• The project can include training and/or specific
guidance for venue marketing and Front of House
staff in attracting and retaining people with learning
disabilities as audience members

“When I watch Anjali, it's as
if I've never been in a
theatre before. They are
doing something which
ought to be familiar –
dancing for an audience –
but they do it in such a new
way that they demand an
intimacy between performer
and audience which is
spontaneous and thrilling.”
Shân Maclennan, Creative
Director, Learning and
Participation, Southbank
Centre

About Anjali

Anjali Dance Company realises and celebrates through dance
the extraordinary creative potential of people with learning
disabilities. Anjali is committed to challenging preconceptions
about who can dance and demonstrating new artistic
possibilities. The company creates high-quality dance works
which are performed by dancers with learning disabilities. Anjali
also provides education and outreach programmes and has a
unique education team of teachers with learning disabilities.
Through its innovative and pioneering work Anjali engages the
professional dance community in a debate on fundamental
issues about aesthetics, form, purpose and inclusion.

The Team
For Nosferatu
Choreographer – Lea Anderson MBE

Lea Anderson choreographed over 100 original works
for her companies, the all-female The Cholmondeleys
and all-male The Featherstonehaughs. Both companies
were hugely influential to the development of UK
dance, toured substantially nationally and
internationally, and are still studied from GCSE to
undergraduate level. Lea is now an independent artist,
working with Welsh company Ladies & Gentlemen,
which Lea co-founded with composer Steve Blake.

Lea has won many awards including a number of Time
Out & Dance Umbrella Awards and the Bonnie Bird
Choreography award. She was made an MBE in 2002
for services to dance and has been artist in residence at
The Southbank Centre, Critical Path, Sydney and the
University of California amongst others. Lea is currently
Regents Professor at UCLA (University of California
Los Angeles), and working in partnership with the V&A
museum, London and The Place on her Performed
Exhibition of Costume (Hand in Glove) project.

For Beethoven
Choreographer – Gary Clarke

Gary Clarke is an award-winning dancer and
choreographer with a national reputation for creating
compelling dance theatre that resonates with both
audiences and critics. He has worked with companies
which have included The Cholmondeleys and The
Featherstonehaughs, Matthew Bourne’s Adventures in
Motion Pictures, DV8, Candoco Dance Company,
Phoenix Dance Theatre, Sadler’s Wells and Opera North.
Gary has been making his own work for the past ten
years, which has toured both nationally and internationally
receiving critical and audience acclaim. COAL is currently
touring mid-scale venues across the UK, and his work
has also featured in British Dance Edition, the
Edinburgh Festival, Spring Loaded, Birmingham
International Dance Festival, The Cultural Olympiad and
The Royal Opera House. Gary is currently an Associate
Artist at Yorkshire Dance and is closely affiliated to
Dance4 and Merseyside Dance Initiative (MDI).

For Anjali
Founder and Artistic Director –
Nicole Thomson

Nicole founded Anjali Dance Company in 1995 to
showcase the creative potential of people with
learning disabilities and give them opportunities for
contemporary dance training and education. Her
ambition to produce professional-standard dance of
the highest quality performed by learning-disabled
dancers has led to the company gaining national and
international recognition.
Nicole has collaborated with renowned British
choreographers, including Claire Russ, Matthew
Hawkins, Charlotte Vincent, TC Howard, Pete
Shenton, Tom Roden, Gary Clarke and Lea Anderson,
to create major touring productions for the company.
She is committed to finding new ways of creating
performance with learning-disabled dancers and
raising the profile of integrated arts practice by
participating with Anjali’s dancers in arts and
disability-related debates. Nicole is passionate about
questioning traditional aesthetics, inspiring others and
changing perceptions of who can dance. She has a
BA (Hons) degree in Performing Arts.

Rehearsal Director – Aya Kobayashi

Aya began her training in Japan before enrolling at the
Rambert School in London and gaining her MA at the
University of Chichester. She has performed with
companies and choreographers including Flexer &
Sandiland, Rosemary Lee, Charlie Morrissey, Kerry
Nicholls, Pete Shenton, Gecko and Lila Dance. Aya has
also presented her own work at Tate family festivals,
the Sanriku International Festival in Japan, and
regularly teaches for Independent Dance, Greenwich
Dance, Brighton Dance Network, Oxford Collective
and various universities.
Aya has choreographed touring works for Anjali, and
has supported guest choreographers including Maresa
von Stockert, Amit Lahav, Luca Silvestrini, Lea Anderson
and Gary Clarke. Aya also runs Young Anjali, which
was selected to perform at the prestigious U.Dance
National showcases in 2010, 2012, 2013 and 2015.

Hannah Dempsey – Dancer

Hannah joined Anjali in 2007 and made her debut in
Something Wild, in Germany. She performed her
acclaimed solo The Divine Splashette in Unexploded
Stories in 2008. Hannah performed in T4Two in 2009,
which toured to Spain. She performed at the Opening
Ceremony of the Special Olympics in 2009 and in
Fruit for Thought for Resolution! in 2011 at The Place.
Hannah performed in The Reflection, which has toured
widely, including to Wales Millennium Centre, the Flame
Ceremony at the opening of the Paralympics in 2012,
and WOW 2016 at the Royal Festival Hall. She has been
the subject of two films: Hannah, directed by Sergio
Cruz and commissioned by South East Dance and I
Love Special Olympics, which was shown on BBC4.

Daisy Garrett – Dancer

Daisy joined Anjali in 2009 and made her touring debut
that year in T4Two, at Decibel festival in Manchester,
and in Madrid. She performed in Unexploded Stories in
2008 and Fruit for Thought for Resolution! at The Place
in 2011. Daisy performed in The Reflection, which
toured to Wales Millennium Centre in 2012, the Flame
Ceremony at the opening of the Paralympics in 2012,
the Royal Festival Hall in 2013 and Motus Festival at
Milton Keynes. Daisy regularly speaks on behalf of Anjali
to the media and at conferences. She is a member of
Anjali's Education Team and leads workshops and
residencies for the company. Daisy trained as an
Education Leader with Anjali and attended an
Introduction to Teaching course in 2009-2010.

Alex Hyde – Dancer

Alex joined the company after being a member of
Anjali’s Open Class. He joined Anjali as an apprentice
in 2002 and was invited to take part in the WYSIWYG
tour in 2003-04, in the UK and Portugal. He toured in
the UK and Germany in Something Wild in 2007. Alex
danced in Unexploded Stories in 2008 at The Burton
Taylor Theatre in Oxford and had a major role in
T4Two, which toured in the UK and Spain in 2009. He
performed at the Opening Ceremony of the Special
Olympics in 2009 and in Fruit for Thought for
Resolution! at The Place in 2011.

Jason Manito – Dancer

Jason began dancing in Young Anjali in 2009 and
took part in Youth Dance England‘s National U.Dance
Festival at London’s Queen Elizabeth Hall in 2012 and
Birmingham Hippodrome in 2013. He performed with
Young Anjali at the Opening Ceremony of the Special
Olympics in 2009. Jason joined the main company in
2010 and performed in T4Two at Decibel Festival
and in Madrid. He performed in Fruit for Thought for
Resolution! at The Place in 2011. Jason regularly
dances in improvised performances with Aya
Kobayashi and other members of the company.

Nick McKerrow – Dancer

Nick joined Anjali in 2007 after attending Candoco’s
Foundation Course. He also studied dance at
Roehampton University. Nick danced in Unexploded
Stories in 2008 and in T4Two which toured the UK and
Spain in 2009. He performed in Fruit for Thought for
Resolution! at The Place in 2011. Nick has performed
in Germany and Spain with Anjali and has also
performed in Russia. He performed at the Opening
Ceremony of the Special Olympics in 2009 and with
Larondina in the semi-final of Sky TV’s Got to Dance in
2013. Nick performed his solo Second Skin to great
acclaim at the Clore Ballroom at the Royal Festival Hall
in 2013 and at the GOlive Festival in London in 2013.

Lauren Payne – Dancer

Lauren joined Anjali in 2014 to pursue a career in
Dance. She is also a member of Young Anjali and has
performed at U.Dance National Festival 2015 at
Theatre Royal, Plymouth and at U.Dance 2016 at The
Lowry in Salford Quays. After gaining her GCSE
Dance Lauren studied at Greenwich Dance Academy
and joined Magpie Dance when she was 14. She took
part in Sky TV’s Got to Dance and has performed at
Sadler’s Wells and Trinity Laban. Lauren studied at
Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance,
where she was awarded the Young Dance
Ambassadors Silver Arts award.

Education Manager – Rachel Liggitt

Associate Producer – Ceri Brierley

Education Leader – Paul Ward

Company Co-ordinator –
Gemma Holsgrove

Rachel is a Dance Artist, Educator and Coach with an
impressive record of achievement, working with a wide
range of organisations within health, education,
community and cultural sectors. Rachel began her
career in the 90s as an independent dance artist and
performer, collaborating with dance artists and smallscale dance companies in tandem with workshop
delivery. She was Dance Fellow at Leeds University
1996-2004, Education and Training Coordinator at
Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company 2006-2012 and has
held several dance artist in residence positions. Rachel
is Co-director of Shropshire Inclusive Dance (SiD), a
practising artist and a trustee for Powys Dance, Wales.

Paul’s first dancing role with Anjali was Rock and
M&M in 1998. He performed in Matthew Hawkins’
Prosperous Beach at Blazing Festival at the Royal
Festival Hall and the Purcell Room. Paul went on to
perform in Matthew Hawkins’ Angels and Exiles with
dancers from the Royal Ballet at Royal Opera House.
His first national tour with Anjali was Through New
Eyes in 2001/2. Paul previously trained in drama and
was a member of the Oxford-based Wild Theatre
Company. Paul trained as an Education Leader with
Anjali and attended an Introduction to Teaching
course in 2009-2010.

Executive Producer – Jane Ralls

Jane’s career in dance development spans nearly 20
years and has included roles at DanceXchange,
Swindon Dance, Bucks Dance and Wycombe Dance
Project – as well as supporting DanceFest,
Dancescape and People Dancing, the Foundation for
Community Dance, through directorship/trustee
positions. After 13 years at DanceXchange Jane now
operates as a freelance manager, developing projects
that break down barriers to engagement in the arts
and improve the dance infrastructure of a region.
Jane has vast experience creating partnerships,
nurturing artists and generating income and sees real
value in meaningful consultation and collaboration.
She is also trained as an Action Learning Facilitator
and a Relational Dynamics Coach.

Ceri is an Independent Arts Manager whose current
portfolio includes Anjali Dance Company, ATMA Dance,
Balbir Singh Dance Company, Raised Integrated
Performance Collective, The Place and Theatre
Company Blah Blah Blah. Before becoming a
freelancer in 2014, she worked in programming,
marketing and company management roles at
Northern School of Contemporary Dance/The Riley
Theatre, South East Dance, Phoenix Dance Theatre
and Wayne McGregor|Random Dance. Ceri has a first
class honours degree in Dance and Culture from the
University of Surrey.

Gemma has a Bachelors degree in Drama, Theatre
and Performance Studies and English Literature and
an English Literature Masters. She was Project
Coordinator for The Wind Tunnel, opening up two
WW1 and WW2 aircraft testing centres in
Farnborough. Alongside a six-week exhibition,
Gemma organised 28 complementary events
including a car launch, a concert with the London
Contemporary Orchestra and Jonny Greenwood of
Radiohead and an education programme for over 800
local schoolchildren. Gemma has also been a
Producer for the Royal British Legion’s Recovery
Through Theatre programme and Bravo 22 Company,
and Project Manager for Decibels.

“Anjali Youth have delighted
me with their sheer
inventiveness and creativity.
The choreography reveals and
celebrates the dancers’
personalities, allowing me to
enter into their world. They are
a delight to work with and a
shining example of excellent
youth dance practice.”
Linda Jasper, formerly Director,
Youth Dance England
“Among those who work with
learning-disabled people, the
work of Anjali Dance Company
is unique. It is an organisation
of national importance. Its work
is inspiring and humbling. Its
achievements are astounding.
The company is a model of
good practice and is of
enormous benefit to the
community.”
Rt Hon Sir Tony Baldry

“I was totally blown away by the intricacy, dynamism, focus and
emotion that the dancers put in to their … incredibly polished,
professional performances – the haunting Birds that sent a chill down
my spine and the both familiar and yet totally fresh Beethoven. I
cannot wait to see these works as they develop further.”
Tracy Jones, PR Consultant
“Atmospheric, touching and beautiful.”
Oxford Times
“Discipline, confidence, versatility and innate verve.”
Dance Europe
“Visibility, confidence and glamour.”
The Guardian
“Humour, eloquence, power and assertion.”
Penny Sanderson, The Ark
“Anjali dancers are such a well-oiled team... not only are they
disciplined performers but, crucially, they also seem to enjoy and take
pride in presenting that level of professionalism to their audience.”
David Hastings, playwright
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